Nature Guide
Spring Training
April 4th 9:00AM

Forest Hill Nature Area
is seeking nature guides
to lead student groups!

Have the chance to make a difference by connecting students with fun science in nature!
Nature Guides will lead elementary school groups from mid-April to early June.
One day a week commitment preferred, scheduling flexible.
All training provided, background check required.
Daily stipend and Mileage Reimbursement Program.
Guide shirts provided.

Contact: Erika at ekemler@giresd.net

Spring 2019 Training Schedule
Tuesday, April 4th - Guide Meeting!!!
9:00-11:00am (snacks provided)
Guide Orientation and Training. The goal is to have all Nature Guides attend this day! Please let me know if
you cannot make it so I can get the paperwork to you! We will be going over first Aid and emergency
information, how to use new communication radios, news and updates at FHNA, filling out forms and receiving
schedules as well as greeting new guides!!

Training Sessions (feel free to come to as many as you like!):
Tuesday, April 9th
9:00am - 11:00am (snacks provided)
Soils Enhanced - With a large grant, our soils unit has been upgraded! We will learn about dirt! What is it? Where
does it come from? Why does it matter? Learn sampling techniques and how to inspire kids to care about soil!
Become familiar with some cool tools to make pedology very hands on!

Wednesday, April 10th
9:00-11:00am
Geology Enhanced - With a large grant, FHNA has a new take on educating students about rocks, earth forms
and minerals. Discover the cycle of rock formation, Michigan’s unique geological history and familiarize yourself
with FHNA’s rock and mineral collection.
11:05-11:35 Lunch (provided)
11:40 -1:40
Botany - We will go over some basic plants that exist in plenty here at FHNA. We will discuss plant parts, unique
adaptations, seed dispersal and tips on leading a successful botany hike.

Thursday, April 11th
9:00-11:00am
Native Bees - I am excited for this one! Created by CMU Honor’s students, we will hike to the Native Bee Home
and explore unique insects that are important pollinators for our area, discuss the difference between honey bees
and native bees and have a chance to make our own native Bee homes!
11:05-11:35 Lunch (provided)
11:40-12:40
Squirrels are Nuts - Learn about Michigan’s 9 squirrel species including what they eat, where they live and how
nuts they are!
12:45-2:15
Michigan History - Take a hike through prehistoric Michigan all the way to present day! Walk during the times of
the mastodons, explore Native American life, learn about early settlers, logging era, and the farming industry and
why this matters to us today! No one has ever been eaten by a T-Rex on this hike, yet.

Friday, April 12th
9:00-11:00am (snacks provided)
Pond - This activity is a must learn as it is one of the most used by schools! We will go over equipment, technique
and identification of the creatures in the pond. If time allows, we will also dip in our “Classroom Pond Tank” for our
disabled students.

